On Magnolia
By Elena Kimball
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Approximate playing time: 5 minutes

KATE

STEVE

TAYLOR

STRANGER 1

STRANGER 2

DISPATCH OPERATOR

CAST

23-year-old woman. Friendly, mature. Carries herself in an
old-fashioned sort of way.

25-year-old guy. Platonic friend of KATE. Protective,
Supportive.

Friend of KATE. Female. Friendly, light hearted.
Middle-aged. Lurking. Lascivious.

Mid 20s. Strange and suspicious. Has a seemingly gentle
manner, but his intentions are unknown.

Middle-aged woman. Tired. Unimpressed.
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SCENE 1

Kate

Steve

Kate
Steve

Kate

Steve
Kate
/SFX/

Kate

(Close mic, talking on phone. Doubting herself) 1 think I may be
overreacting, Steve. He just asked if I was taken or not. I guess it’s
an honest question, but it’s none of his business if [ have a
boyfriend and I just wanted to go home.

(Close mic, from receiving end) (Statement, not a compliment)
You’'re a beautiful girl, Kate. (After a moment) But you shouldn’t
feel scared just standing on the subway platform. If I was there, I
would’ve beaten him up for you.

Thanks.

So do you have plans this weekend?

Yeah, Taylor’s organized a “Single Ladies” night for Saturday. It
should be fun. (After a moment) Can I call you if I need someone
to walk me home?

Any time.

Thank you.

LOW TONED BEEP ENDS CALL

(Sigh)
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SCENE 2
/SFX/ BAR DOOR SWINGS CLOSED. MUFFLED BAR MUSIC AND
CHATTER OFF-MIC. EXTERIOR CITY STREET FADES IN.
Kate God, it’s after 2 AM! I’ve gotta get home. You still live east, right
Taylor?
Taylor No, I’'m going north. (Joking) That’s what happens when you live
so close to the best bars, Kate.
Kate I guess you’re right.
Taylor Which street are you on now?
Kate Magnolia, it’s like three blocks away.
Taylor Oh, ok. Have a good night. (Shouting off-mic) And I love your
dress!
Kate Thanks!
/SFX/ LEISURELY, LOW HEELED FOOTSTEPS BEGIN AND CONTINUE
UNDER. BAR MUSIC AND CHATTER FADES OUT. TWO CARS
PASS BY ON STREET.
Kate (Lightly humming)
/SFX/ ONE BUS PASSES. FOOTSTEPS BECOME SLIGHTLY LOUDER.
Stranger 1 (Lasciviously, an air of danger) Nice dress.
Kate (Strained, nervous sigh)
/SFX/ FOOTSTEP PACE INCREASES SLIGHTLY. CAR PASSES.
Stranger 1 (Shouting Off-Mic) 1 said I like your dress!
/SFX/ CARS AND BUSES FADE OUT. TREES RUSTLE. FOOTSTEPS
INCREASE TO HASTY SPEED AND CONTINUE UNDER.
Stranger 2 (Off-mic, then gradually on mic) Hey, do you know what time it
is?
/SFX/ FOOTSTEPS STOP ABRUPTLY.
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Kate

/SFX/

(Sharp intake of breath) (Nervously) Uhhm, uhmm, 2:15? Yeah,
it’s 2:13.

FOOTSTEPS RESUME

NOTE: ONLY ONE PAIR OF FOOTSTEPS IS HEARD

Stranger 2

Kate
Stranger 2
Kate
Stranger 2
Kate
Stranger 2
Kate
Stranger 2
Kate
Stranger 2
Kate
Stranger 2
Kate
/SFX/

Stranger 2

/SFX/

(On-mic, breathing audibly throughout) (4 beat) 1t’s a nice night,
isn’t it?

Yeah.

Should be getting cold soon.

Any day now.

That’s when people get sick, right?

I guess so.

(After a beat) So did you come from a bar?
(Hurriedly, obviously fibbing) No, a friend’s house.
Oh, OK. (2 beats) Are you headed home?
Yeah. (Nervous exhale)

You don’t mind if I walk with you, do you?
Uhhm...(Confidently) My boyfriend does.
Oh.

Have...a good night.

FOOTSTEPS PICK UP TO RAPID PACE.

(Shouting off-mic) You look gorgeous tonight. (Loud, incoherent
mumbling off-mic. Stops abruptly) (Antagonizing, Bullying)
Where’dya think you’re going? Don’t walk away from me.
Where’s your boyfriend? You know what I wanna do to you? Get
back here. I know you’re goin’ home...

FOOSTEPS STOP.
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Kate

/SFX/

Kate

/SFX/

/SFX/

(Breathing heavily) (Softly to herself) 1 don’t...where...(Pause)

(Trying to calm herself) Just look.

SLOW, CAUTIOUS FOOTSTEPS. WIND HOWLS. TREES AND
LEAVES RUSTLE. ELEVATED TRAIN RUNS IN DISTANCE. TWIG

SNAPS.
(Reacts nervously to neighborhood noises)
FAST FOOTSTEPS.

FADE OUT ALL.
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SCENE 3

/SFX/ TELEPHONE RINGING

Dispatch Operator ~ Carol County Police. What’s your NON-emergency?

Kate (Slow, Nervously) Hi, I’d like to report a suspicious person.

Dispatch Operator  Alright, describe the person.

Kate (Nervously pulling for words) Uh, tall. Mid 20s? Blue jacket. He
wanted to know the time and where [ was going. This was like 10
minutes ago on the 600 block of Magnolia.

Dispatch Operator  Is this the only information you can provide?

Kate (Fumbling, frustrated) He was asking all these questions that were
none of his business! (Matter of fact) 1 think he was following me.
(Taking it back) ’'m not sure. He was creepy. Y know what I
mean.

Dispatch Operator ~ Well, we can’t do anything about ‘creepy’. Good night, miss.

Kate Whaddya mean--

/SFX/ CLICK AND DEAD PHONE LINE PITCH

Draft 5



0N N kW

AR B W LW LW W WWWWLWLWWINNNNDNDINODNPDNNPDND === ==
D= O OIS NDEAE WD, OOXIDNNDEDE WL, OOV INN AW~ O\

ON MAGNOLIA/Kimball

Page 6

SCENE 4

/SFX/ SLOW, NERVOUS DAILING OF PHONE

/SFX/ TELEPHONE RING (OPTION: FUNKY RINGBACK TONE)

Steve (Sleepily) Kate...What’s up?

Kate (Fast, near tears) Steve, some guy came up to me on my way
home, I think he may have followed me but I don’t know and the
police won’t do anything and I don’t know what to do.

Steve (A little sleepy, at a loss of words) Are you safe? Should I come
over?

Kate (Continuing over Steve) 1 checked the hall and locked the door and
there’s no one there but I feel so stupid ‘cause I’'m just sitting in
my apartment in the dark because what if he’s standing on the
street trying to find out what apartment I live in? (Finally
breathing)

Steve (Cutting in) Kate. Relax. Take a deep breath. Do you want me to
come over?

Kate (A long pause)(Ignoring the offer) What if something happened?

Steve (Quickly) You can’t think like that! You’ll drive yourself crazy.

Kate (Angrily escalating, slowing down through out) Yes, I can. |
was...he was this close to doing God knows what, and that’s what
it’s like every time I walk outside. How am I supposed to know it
won’t happen every time someone shouts at me? I just want to go
home and I want to do it alone. (Shouting) Why is that too much to
ask?

Steve (4 pause) (Genuinely understands she’s not angry at him) I’'m
sorry. What can I do?

Kate I don’t know. I...Ithink I have to deal with this on my own.

/SFX/ LOW TONES BEEP ENDS CALL. PHONE SLOWLY AND GENTLY

PLACED ON WOOD TABLE.
The End
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